
The date was Monday, July 2, 2019. We walked through the doors at Mullen Hall carrying paint cans, brushes and
cleaning supplies. Those f irst few steps brought Kolbe Academy, the nation’s f irst faith-based recovery high school,
to life! Standing by our side during those early days were hundreds of our friends and supporters helping us to make
history. And we were so grateful! 

Throughout this past year, you walked by our side. Perhaps you helped paint, moved furniture, attended our ribbon-
cutting or donated a book to our library. Maybe you visited us during an Open House or helped equip our science lab
or art room. Whatever it was, you left an indelible mark on our school community. You helped make Kolbe Academy
what it is today.  

Your generosity, in this, our inaugural year, leaves me in complete awe. Your goodness and kindness touch our hearts.
Be assured, it is not something we take for granted. It is because of friends like you that Kolbe Academy is open and
serving the needs of students with substance use disorder.  

The work of so many wonderful friends and supporters helped make Kolbe Academy our home, and it has become
such a welcome place for our students. Kolbe Academy is a place where students feel loved, accepted, comforted and
safe. It is place where they f ind their friends and support one another on their recovery journeys. It is a place where
they can be themselves and share their gifts to help create our unique culture of recovery. It is,  quite simply, their
home away from home.  

As we excitedly anticipated spring, things came to a screeching halt because of the COVID 19 pandemic. We hoped
we would be back to school quickly. Yet, we were shocked to learn that school would not open for the remainder of
the year. It was devastating for all  of us but most especially for our students so vulnerable and at risk. The daily
routine of support and accountability that they yearn for was rocked. 

Despite this dramatic change, I could not be prouder of our staff and students and how they have responded. We
challenged ourselves to do more by engaging and caring for our students online through the likes of Zoom and
Google Classroom. We continue to offer a quality Catholic education and group tele-therapy counseling sessions. We
still  hold our morning check-in meetings, attend virtual classes and even f it a little fun into the day. While this
ambitious remote learning platform is in place, make no mistake our students want and need  to be at Kolbe
Academy. Now more than ever, they need the support of the Kolbe community. They need the love, compassion,
structure and friendships that the school offers.  

Rooted in faith and not fear, we are embracing our new challenges. We need your help to ensure that our mission to
serve our most vulnerable youth can continue. I ask you for your prayers and support for our f irst-ever annual
appeal. I understand people are hurting right now. But if your means permit during this pandemic crisis,  will  you
stand by our side once more? As you know, gifts of every size have an immediate and profound impact. It is at a time
of uncertainty and unparalleled change that the depth of our gratitude is even more signif icant. We thank God for
the blessing you are to our school community.  

May, 2020Dear Friends,

John P. Petruzzelli
P.S. You’ll f ind a reply card below for your convenience, or you
can donate online at www.kolbe-academy.com/support. Thank
you for standing by our side. We are so grateful!

610.419.3333 | www.kolbe-academy.com

Principal, Kolbe Academy

395 Bridle Path Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017

Thank you!

Yes, I want to support Kolbe Academy!

Checks are payable to Kolbe Academy.
Submit your donation online at:

www.kolbe-academy.com/support

Zip:

Yes, sign me up for email communications!

Name:

Address:

Email:

Phone:

State:City:

Let us know if your donation is in honor of someone,
or if you have any special intentions we can pray for!

With warm regards,


